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Highlights from a fantastic 2015/2016 

As part of the 1916 centenary                 

celebrations,  Lieutenant Sheehan and 

Gunner Coffey presented the National 

Flag  to the school in October and dis-

cussed the importance of the flag. As 

well as singing Amhrán na bhFiann, the 

boys had some very interesting          

questions for Lieutenant Sheehan!  

  National Flag Delivered by the Army! 

  Proclamation Day 2016  

Collins Barracks Open Day 

One of the highlights of the year was the 1st & 

2nd class boys visiting Collins Barracks. As well as 

visiting the grave of Thomas Kent the boys were 

allowed to play with all sorts of interesting things 

during their visit. It was a fantastic day out!  

On the 15th of March every school in Ire-

land raised the National Flag at 12:00 to 

celebrate the 1916 Rising.  To                   

celebrate we were treated to poetry, 

songs  and proclamations for the future. 

One of the pupil’s grandfather also played 

the bag pipes to finish off a great day.  

Junior Entrepreneur Award 
Fifth class were awarded the Juniors’                     

Entrepreneur Award for their fantastic project 

“Cupzooka and CupZooka Defend”.  The boys 

created their own game Cupzooka and also a 

computer game “Cupzooka Defend”.  

Dates & Notes 

 School re-opens on the           
1st September 

 School closes at 12:00 noon  
on first day 

 Junior Infants finish at 12:00  
until Friday 16th September  



  

Discover Primary Science & Maths Award 
This year we participated in a number of Science and Maths activities. We received the 

Discover Primary Science & Maths Plaque. DPSM is the national programme, run by 

Science Foundation Ireland, to foster interest in science, technology engineering and 

maths amongst children in primary schools. To be awarded the plaque all of the boys in 

the school had to participate in Science & Maths activities. 

Young Scientists in Limerick Lifetime Lab Visitors 
On  a cold 

and frosty         

January 

morning, 

Fifth class 

were the first 

St. Joseph’s 

class to present at the Prima-

ry   Science Fair. Their                  

experiment was based on 

forces, and they  investigated 

“Why do different sports balls 

travel varying when the same 

force is applied?” They did 

several experiments down in 

the school field with lots of 

different sports balls. Some tests were              

inconclusive so they designed their own           

instruments to test fairly.  “The children were so 

enthusiastic and knowledgeable. The interest 

that the children had in this project was so        

obvious. Congratulations! Excellent project. Well 

done! “ [Judge]. 

During Science 

Week  boys from 

fourth class won 

the Lifetime Lab 

4th Class Primary 

School Science 

Quiz in U.C.C.  

Science Quiz Masters 

Third and fourth class visited Lifetime labs for the 

“Explorers Marine” workshop. They learned all 

about the wonders of the marine world.  

We would not have received the award without the participation of all of the classes. Each class          

completed different  science investigations which included mathematics.  



  

  

Green School — Fourth Green Flag — Travel 

Incredible Edibles 

Fourth class took part in a six week cycling course.  

“At the beginning of the course I was unable to   

cycle and was a little bit nervous. After three 

weeks I was cycling with the rest of the class and 

felt very proud of myself. We learned about  

treating our bikes well and staying safe on the 

roads. Before we start cycling  now we perform the 

M Check. As part of the M Check we check that 

every part of the bike is  in good working  order”. 

Report by Fourth Class Pupils  

Fourth Class Cycling 

Incredible Edibles is a healthy eating initiative for 

Primary School pupils. This year boys from a 

number of classes planted a range of fruits and 

vegetables in our school garden. The junior     

infants really enjoyed their time in the garden 

this year. They planted: potatoes, lettuce, straw-

berries, raspberries, garlic and onions and we are 

looking forward to eating them all up! 

Award Ceremony  

“Walking is the solution to car exhaust pollution.” 

We adopted a new Green School Code in St.  Jo-

seph’s this year to coincide with the Green School 

Theme of Travel. We held a competition in school 

to see who would come up with the winning slogan. 

Thanks to Adam Sherwin from Sixth Class who 

came up with the winning slogan.  

Gavin and Chris from sixth class attended the awards ceremony 

for the Green Flag in the Rochestown Park Hotel. They, along 

with the rest of the Green school committee have been the   

driving force behind St. Joseph’s getting their fourth green flag. 

They had a wonderful day out! We would like to thank the whole 

school community for helping us get the Travel Flag.  

Green School Code The Big Travel Challenge 
We’ve being making a big effort to walk, cycle, 

scoot, carpool and take the bus this year in          

St. Joseph’s. Every Friday the Green School     

Committee  recorded how each child travelled to 

school. At the end of each month the class which 

walked, scooted, cycled and carpooled the most 

won a home work voucher for every boy. It was a 

great success! 



As well as investing in concrete materials, we also 

purchased shelving for each classroom to store the 

equipment. A small group of 6th class boys               

assembled shelves which were eventually used to 

hold the maths equipment. This proved to be a  

real-life learning experience with immediate results 

in the form of quality school equipment.  

Mathematics in St. Joseph’s  
There is a huge body of research which shows that the use of manipulative 

[concrete] materials in mathematics has a positive influence on pupils’ achievement 

in the mathematics classroom. This year with the help of funds from the Parents   

Association the school has purchased over €5,000 worth of maths equipment so 

that each class has an abundance of materials.    

Juniors Infants using the materials 

The boys in Junior Infants use these resources   
during maths lessons as well as during play 
time. We have found that these resources are a 
great tool for learning and the boys always look 
forward to using them. We would like to thank 
our  wonderful parents for making this possible!  

Construction 

Meccano is an excellent activity to help           
develop fine motor control as well as                  
encouraging social skills and co-operation. 
Younger children also enjoy construction. 
One Junior Infant uses blocks to make  
numbers. This idea became very popular.              

Maths Mobile—Lifetime Labs 
Lifetime labs visited the senior classes and posed a number of mathematical problems for the boys 
using concrete materials. Through teamwork and perseverance the boys solved all or most of the 
problems in the end.  
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As well as investing in concrete materials, we also 

purchased shelving for each classroom to store the 

equipment. A small group of 6th class boys               

assembled shelves which were eventually used to 

hold the maths equipment. This proved to be a  

real-life learning experience with immediate results 

in the form of quality school equipment.  

Sport in St. Joseph’s  
                  Gaelic Football  

The footballers did us proud in the Sciath na Scol, 
but went out gallantly at the semi-final stage. All 
of the boys from juniors, seniors, 1st, 2nd 3rd and 
4th participated in blitzes in Bishopstown GAA 
and really enjoyed themselves. A narrow defeat 
in the Colm Cooper Cup in Killarney did not take 
away from the excellent performances from  
every boy that took part in the competition.  

Hurling  
The boys had a great year in the Sciath na Scol, 
going out in the semi-finals against a very 
strong Whitecurch team. It was the first year 
that first, second and third classes played Hurl-
ing Blitzes in Bishopstown GAA. Thank you to 
Bishopstown GAA for all of their support over 
the year. The fourth class boys retained the 
Lough League Cup in style during thunder and 
lightning storms in June! 

Physical Literacy 
Kevin Murray taught Physical Literacy to all of the 
classes this year.  
Physical Literacy is 
the mastering of      
fundamental  
movement skills and 
fundamental sport 
skills that permit a 
child to read their environment and make appro-
priate decisions, allowing them to move confi-
dently and with control in a wide range of physical 
activity situations. The PA funded these lessons. 

FAI 5-Aside and Lunch Time League 
Despite winning three out of four games in the FAI 
5-Aside competition, the boys were knocked out 
in the regional  finals. The boys played 5-aside 
during lunch time throughout the year. This       
culminated with the finals being played under  
brilliant  sunshine down at the pitch. In the end             
Mardyke Megzers were triumphant.  

Tag Rugby with Pres  
Transition year students taught the fourth, fifth 
and sixth class boys the skills of tag rugby during 
the Autumn. At the end of the six week lessons 
the boys played blitzes in Highfield Rugby Club.  

City Sports 
The boys were excellent 
in the City Sports again 
this year. Sporting their 
new  singlets everyone of 
them competed to the 
best of their ability. For 
the first time in a long 
time we had a County 
Winner. Well done to 
Daniel Murphy!  



The Arts in St. Joseph’s  

                Graffiti Art Theatre 
Second class  had the pleasure of attending “After 
Dark”, a play by Mike Kenny [Olivier nominee for 
The Railway  Children] . The play is a charming 
look at how a familiar setting can appear entirely   
different when the lights are out!  

Bodhrán Bookills 
What talented boys the Bodhrán Bookills 
are! Their performances this year were   
outstanding  and included:  St. Patrick’s Day  
Parade, The Glow Festival, Matt Cooper’s 
Visit, and the Lord Mayors Visit. Thank you 
to all of the boys and Ms. Sheehan for the 
time and effort that they put into making 
this a unique and special group.  

Christmas Concert 

Third treated 
staff ,         
patients and 
residents of 
the Mercy 
Hospital and 
Farranlee 
Nursing 
Home to 
some       
wonderful 
carols in                  
December. 
While first class stole the show at the Simon Concert 
in The Sacred Heart Church.   

Sing Out Loud Concert! 
The pupils of 4th, 5th and 6th classes sang their 
hearts out in the Cork Opera House as part of 
the outstanding “Sing Out Loud” concert.      
Performing with the kids was Extreme Rhythm 
Cork Trad group, Torcán and  local superstar, 
Gemma Sugrue to name but a few, all              
performing with a live band!  

              Christmas Carols 

A Suitably Happy Ending 
Under the direction of Eva O’ Mahony fourth 
class produced a first class production of the 
play A Suitably Happy Ending in the Mardyke 
House. Superb Entertainment! 

As always, everyone was 
blown away by    Junior & 
Senior Infants at the 
Christmas Concert in  
December. Well done to 
everyone involved! 



  

  

Matt Cooper Visit 
Matt Cooper [Author, TV Presenter & Radio      
Presenter] visited the school in November and 
chatted to the boys in fifth  and sixth . Matt was a 
former pupil of the 
school and gradu-
ated with flying 
colours in 1978. 
The boys from fifth 
and sixth then in-
terviewed Matt 
and the standard 
of questioning was 
exceptional. Matt 
is probably worried 
about one or two of those boys taking his job as 
the host of the Last Word after the interview!  

A First for First 
 

It was a first for first Class taking part in a new 
initiative in the school called Guided Reading. 
Guided       
reading is 
'small 
group reading  
instruction de-
signed to pro-
vide differenti-
ated teaching 
that supports 
students in developing reading proficiency'. 
The small group model allows children to be 
taught in a way that is     intended to be more 
focused on their specific needs, accelerating 
their progress. 

We would like to say an enormous thank you to 
the volunteers that have given their time freely 
to the school since the beginning of the year. 
Without their time and efforts the school would 
not be able to run any of the following: School 
Calendar, Book Fair, Decorate School for 
Christmas,  Refreshments provided after       
special occasions, Table Quiz, Fund raising and 
the School Walk to name but a few! The boys    
benefit from all of their efforts. As well as       
volunteering, we would like thank everyone for 
their fundraising efforts. This year in agreement 
with the PA, funds were spent on: WiFi Cards, 
Math Equipment, Physical Literacy and   
Educational & Sports Bus Trips. We have also 
raised money for a Sensory Room. We are 
awaiting an         engineer’s proposal on how to 
proceed with this new Sensory Room.  We look 
forward to your  continued support next year! 

Volunteers & Fundraising Graffiti Theatre Company 

Graffiti Theatre Company ran a programme 
with 5th class entitled "Raising Children's     
Voices." This programme addressed key issues 
that children face through a variety of drama 
strategies. The boys acquired key decision mak-
ing skills. Their communication and debating 
skills greatly improved also. We are grateful to 
Karen & Síle from Graffiti Theatre Company for 
their work and we look forward to welcoming 
them back to St. Joseph's again in the future . 

We would like to wish everyone a safe 

and happy summer. We are saying 

goodbye to our sixth class boys and 

wish them every success for the future. 

Everyone else we will see on Thursday 

the 1st of September.  

Last but not least 



We, the 6
th

 class pupils, remember the lengths that our forefathers went to in order to     secure 

a better future for us. 

100 years on, we proclaim that our country is still in need of improvement and it is our job to 

ensure we reach our potential. 

We want to reduce the amount of people on the streets who are begging for money to stay 

alive. We can do this by providing more employment opportunities and a good standard of 

education for all. Fix up old warehouses to provide a basic standard of living. 

We believe that primary schools should be better resourced. There should be more schools for 

children with special needs so that they can reach their full potential. More frequent           

inspections would ensure standards are acceptable and met. Class sizes are too big – more 

schools must be built. We believe no child should go to school hungry. Cafeterias and break-

fast clubs would help. 

There should be more amenities to facilitate newcomers to our country. They should be ac-

cepted into Irish life without prejudice and enjoy the same opportunities as we ourselves     

experience. 

As a society, we should have zero tolerance towards discrimination at all times. People 

should be able to live the life they want as long as it is within the law. 

Gardaí should have appropriate non-lethal resources to tackle crime. Lethal force should  

only be used in extraordinary circumstances. Garda numbers must be increased in all areas, 

especially the rural parts of our country where people are living in fear. 

Privacy and location settings must be upgraded – people are still being hacked. Social media 

users need to take more caution when sharing personal information with others. Parents, 

like children, must be educated about the dangers of online interaction. A sense of personal 

responsibility and caution should be maintained at all times. 

We strongly feel that the hunting of animals, for sport, is wrong and should be banned im-

mediately. Anyone found mistreating, abusing or abandoning animals should be subject to 

the full rigours of the law. If more facilities for example sanctuaries are needed, then they 

should be funded without delay. 

We acknowledge the incredible role the older members of our society have played in the    

evolution of the Ireland we know today. Their dignity should not be forgotten in their later 

years. We should be ashamed that some are left on trolleys, in hospital beds or abandoned in 

their homes. 

More funding needs to be allocated to hospitals to improve conditions and increase the num-

ber of doctors and nurses who take care of us and our loved ones when we are ill. It is clear 

that more rooms, wards, departments and hospitals are needed to cater for our growing  

population. 

We would like to finish by saying that Ireland is like a tiny letter on a page – but that does 

not mean that we are insignificant. We have such a huge impact on the world and we should 

never forget that. 

St. Joseph’s Proclamation 


