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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

Welcome to St. Joseph’s NS 

 

It is important to make the right choice for your child. This brochure has been 

specially written to provide you with the necessary information and to help you 

understand what we have to offer. 

 

At St. Joseph’s we provide a happy, caring and safe environment for your child. 

We work hard to ensure that your child’s experience of school is a positive one 

and one which encourages a love of learning and self–discipline from the start.  

 

St. Joseph’s is a Catholic school and is part of the Presentation Brothers Trust 

family of schools. As a Catholic school we welcome pupils from all backgrounds 

and promote a friendly and respectful ethos.   

 

The staff, parents and Board of Management work together with determination 

to make sure the quality of teaching and learning is appropriate for children of 

all abilities. Our work is supported by a good level of resources and additional 

staffing to meet the individual needs of the children. 

 

A positive partnership with parents/guardians is vital in achieving our aims. 

Home and school must work together and we need your support and co-

operation. In return, we hope you will find the school welcoming, willing to listen 

and willing to respond to your questions, concerns or suggestions. 

 

Mr. Kieran Kelly 

Principal Teacher 
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Our Vision “Nurture ~ Believe ~ Discover ~ Achieve” 
 

ST. JOSEPH’S PRIMARY SCHOOL IS A PRESENTATION BROTHERS SCHOOL WHERE THERE IS: 

• A genuine and tangible spirit of respect and caring for each member of the school community.  

• A comprehensive and holistic education. 

• A vibrant experience of community and partnership. 

• A deep commitment to Gospel values as lived in the Edmund Rice tradition 

 

OUR ETHOS 

St. Josephs NS serves the community by working in 

partnership to provide an education of the highest quality 

within the context of Christian belief and practice, and 

understanding of shared values. As a school we celebrate 

the diversity of the wider community and are committed to 

the principles of inclusion and equality of opportunity. 

 

Through our aims and values we promote and endorse 

Edmund Rice’s aim for every child, whatever their 

background or their circumstances, to have the support 

they need to: 

• Be Healthy  

• Make a Positive Contribution 

• Stay Safe  

• Enjoy and Achieve 

 

OUR VALUES 

A Presentation Brothers school is a respectful community 

where the importance of personal dignity is promoted. St. 

Joseph’s is a place where all members of the school 

community can work and learn in a positive atmosphere.  

AT ST. JOSEPH’S OUR CORE VALUES ARE: 

FRIENDSHIP 

We value friendship as fundamental to the development and 

fulfilment of ourselves and others, and the good of the 

community. 

RESPECT 

We develop self-respect, and respect for others. We 

promote inclusion, and appreciate and value the diversity of 

people’s circumstances and backgrounds. 

RESPONSIBILITY 

We encourage pupils to take responsibility for the way we 

lead our lives; how we use our talents, rights and 

opportunities. 

PERSEVERANCE 

Children maintain a ‘can do’ attitude and aspire to achieve 

goals. 

KINDNESS 

We all show care and concern, and exercise goodwill 

towards others. 

OUR AIMS 

Our aims reflect our beliefs and values, and 

represent our vision and what we want to achieve as 

a school community. Our aims are translated into 

priorities to move the school forward and meet the 

challenges of an ever changing world. 

 

CELEBRATE SUCCESS 

Nurture self-esteem through the celebration of 

children’s achievements. 

VALUE CENTRED 

Promote Christian values, and foster positive 

attitudes to all people, races, religions and ways of 

life. 

LEARNING CENTRED 

Create an inclusive learning culture where children 

and others within the school community are 

challenged in their thinking, strive for continuous 

improvement and are committed to life-long 

learning. 

COMMUNITY ORIENTATED 

Help children develop an understanding of 

citizenship and empower them to make valuable 

contributions locally and globally. Engage with the 

school and wider community to enrich and enhance 

children’s achievement and personal development.  

HIGH EXPECTATIONS 

Set high expectations to enable pupils to become 

effective, enthusiastic, independent learners.  

CARING AND SUPPORTIVE 

Create a happy, caring and supportive environment 

based on a spirit of co-operation between the 

school, the Church and the local community. Ensure 

the safety of every child and promote opportunities 

to adopt a healthy and active lifestyle. 

INCLUSION 

Treat children and others fairly, equitably, and with 

dignity and respect, to maintain an inclusive school 

culture. 
  

 

What parents said about the 

school…. 

“Every child is encouraged to be the very best that they can be” 

“The whole school makes an effort to know each other thus creating a sense of 

community – St. Joseph’s has a country feel to a city school!” 
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Joining St. Joseph’s 
ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 

Pupils are enrolled in St. Joseph’s according to the 

school’s Enrolment Policy. Enrolment applications 

must be made with any necessary documentation by 

the submission date in the Autumn term prior to 

starting.  

 

The school supports the principles of  

inclusivity ( particularly with reference to children 

with disablities or special educational needs). 

equality of access and participation in the school. 

respect for the diversity of values, beliefs, 

traditions, languages and ways of life in society. 

parental rights to enrol their children in the school 

of their choice; this in the context of the  

existing school community and the rights of the 

pupils already enrolled. 

 

Enrolment of children during the school year, who 

are 4 years of age after September 1st, is dependent 

on readiness and availability of places. This decision 

is at the discretion of the BOM, which will be 

mindful of the following: 

The number of classrooms available 

The size of available space in each classroom 

The educational needs of children already enrolled 

Multigrade classes 

DES maximum class average directives 

 

APPEALS 

Every effort is made to make a place available for 

your child in our school. However, schools have a limit 

on the number of children they can take. There may, 

however, come a point when there are too many 

children in a class for them all to be given a place. If 

a place is not available on application, you have the 

right to Appeal. Where a Board of Management 

refuses to enrol a student in a school, the parents 

has a statutory entitlement under Section 29 of the 

Education Act to appeal that decision to the 

Secretary General of the Dept of Education & Skills.  

 

STARTING SCHOOL FOR THE FIRST TIME 

Starting school is a very important time for you, your 

child and the school.  We all need to work together to 

make the transition smooth and rewarding  

 

In the term prior to their entry, pupils are invited into 

school for a visit. This helps them become familiar with 

the surroundings and routines of school. During this 

period, there are meetings for parents to discuss our 

partnership with you and talk about any concerns you 

might have. 

 

In the junior classes pupils learn through practical 

activities, purposeful play and talk, pupils develop an 

understanding of the world and the basic concepts they 

will need for their later learning.  Parents can play a 

major role in fostering good attitudes to learning, 

developing language skills and promoting good behaviour. 

 

Every child deserves the best possible start in life and 

the support that enables them to fulfil their potential. 

Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s 

experiences between birth and age five have a major 

impact on their future 

life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is 

important in its own right. Good parenting and high 

quality early learning together provide the foundation 

children need to make the most of their abilities and 

talents as they grow up.  

 

JOINING THE SCHOOL LATER ON 

Sometimes children join the school later on in their 

school life. We make every effort to ensure they are 

welcomed, looked after, and monitored so that they 

quickly make friends and can find their way around the 

school.  Teachers give children time to settle in before 

making an assessment of their academic abilities.  This 

assessment, together with records from their previous 

school, enables children to have the best start in our 

school. Parents/guardians are asked to contact the 

school if their child has difficulty settling. 

 

MOVING ON - TRANSFERRING TO SECONDARY SCHOOL 
At the end of primary school, children transfer to a secondary school. The large majority our pupils go on to 

Presentation Brothers Secondary School. Boys who have enrolled in St. Joseph’s N.S. prior to third class are 

entitled to enrol in Presentation Brothers Secondary School. Most of the other boys transfer to Coláiste An 

Spioraid Naomh or Coláiste Chríost Ri. All three of the secondary schools are part of the Presentation Brothers 

Trust (www.pbst.ie) family of schools and we have very close links with all. We work closely with the secondary 

schools to ensure that transfer is a very positive process 

http://www.pbst.ie/
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Things to expect here is St. Joseph’s 
VISITORS INTO SCHOOL 

Visitors have a valuable role to play and can 

contribute to many aspects of the life and work of 

the school. They deliver talks, workshops and full day 

activities across a wide range of subjects, giving 

pupils access to outside experiences and 

expertise. In 2016 Matt Cooper (Past Pupil) visited 

the school and chatted to the senior boys. Visitors 

provide a link with the wider community 

– children have the opportunity to work alongside 

artists, musicians, 

authors, health 

professions and 

others. 

-St. Joseph’s has 

excellent relations 

with U.C.C., Lifetime 

Labs, Crawford Art 

Gallery, the City Librar, the School of Music and the 

Graffiti Art Theatre. 

 

MUSIC, ART & DRAMA  

We provide opportunities for children to take part ina 

wide range of musical activities and performances 

where they are encouraged to sing, compose and work 

creatively with sound. At Christmas time different 

classes visit hospitals and nursing homes to perform 

for the staff and residents. Through active listening, 

pupils’ awareness, understanding and appreciation of a 

wide variety of music are developed. A range of 

opportunities are provided within and beyond the 

curriculum for children to showcase their musical 

skills and talents, for example in 2016 pupils from 

fourth, fifth and sixth showcased their talents in the 

Sing Out Loud Concert in the Cork Opera House. John 

Spillane is a famous past pupil of St. Joseph’s 

 

Pupils from fifth and sixth class get the opportunity 

to join the Bodhrán Bookills. As part of the Bodhrán 

Bookills boys learn to play the Bodhrán and be part of 

a very special and unique group. The Bodhrán Bookills 

participate in the Cork St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

annually. They also performed for the Queen of 

England when she visited Cork in 2011.  

SPORT 

St. Joseph’s N.S. has always enjoyed a reputation for its 

sporting excellence. The school provides a wide variety 

of sport for its pupils. Among the sports played in the 

school are football, hurling, basketball, soccer, rugby, 

cricket, chess, swimming and athletics. While our school 

teams have been very successful the emphasis is always 

on enjoyment and preparation.  

 

The school is in the very fortunate position to have the 

use of a pitch as well as a large yard. During the spring 

and summer months pupils spend lunch times playing 

games on the pitch. We are also within walking distance 

of the Mardyke Arena swimming pool. 

 

A love of sport and physical activity begins in school and 

we promote and encourage all sporting activity. The 

school has produced many famous national and 

international sports stars in all 

codes. Among the most famous 

ex-pupils are Noel Cantwell 

(Former Ireland and Manchester 

United captain), John Kerins 

(All-Ireland Football winner), 

Ronan Curran (All-Ireland 

Hurling Winner and All-Star), 

Frankie Sheehan (Heineken Cup Winner and Ireland 

International), Peter O’ Mahony (Munster & Ireland 

International), Niall Turner (US Colleges MVP 2005 for 

Golf) and Colin O’ Brien (Cork City player).  

 

EDUCATIONAL VISITS 

School trips and visits are an integral part of the 

education of children at St. Joseph’s NS.  We value the 

opportunities such visits offer our pupils and the 

commitment of staff undertaking them. Trips include 

class visits aimed at bringing learning alive and proding 

first-hand experience. Recent trips have included classes 

visiting Collin’s Barrack’s, The 

RDS Primary Science Fair, City 

Libray, Glucksman’s Art Gallery 

and St. Finbarr’s Catherdral. 

 

 

 

What parents had to 

say…. 

 

The boys dance into school each day, looking forward to both school work and play 

time. The boys make lifelong friends and those strong connections are being 

supported and guided every minute by the teachers in St. Joseph’s 
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