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Highlights from a fantastic 2017/2018 

2017/2018 has been an exciting year in St. 
Joseph’s NS.  We welcomed Máire 
Sheehan, Ms. Thompson, Ms. Dorris, Ms. 
Moakley, Mr. O’Sullivan, Ms. Meehan and 
Ms. Hayes to our staff.  Later in the year 
Ms. Sheehan was appointed Deputy Prin-
cipal and Ms. Kirwan was selected as As-
sistant Principal. 

We welcomed a fabulous class of Junior 
Infants who have been working hard to 
reach all their goals. 

The Senior classes engaged in an array of 
activities including debating, VEX Robot-
ics, orienteering, project work, swimming, 
cricket, hurling, football, drama, art and 
bodhrán playing.  Two classes completed 
a rap workshop. 

We had visits from the Lord Mayor of 
Cork, John Spillane and Cork City FC.  We 
were honoured to be asked to attend the 
visit of Prince Charles and Camilla and  it 
was particularly exciting as the Bodhrán 
Bookills played for them.   

The school was awarded it’s 5th Green 
Flag for Biodiversity.  Thank you to Ms. 
Kelleher and the Green School Commit-
tee. 

It is the end of a chapter for our 6th class 
boys who have shared great times as stu-
dents in St. Joe’s.  They have proven 
themselves to be articulate, intelligent, 
motivated and hard-working young men. 
We wish them well as they continue on 
their educational journey to secondary 
school. 

Sadly, we are also saying goodbye to Mr. 
Clarke who will be sorely missed. 

  The Year in Review  

   

 

  

Dates & Notes 

 School re-opens on the           
29th of August at 8.30 am. 

 Gates will open at 8.20 am .  
We encourage a stop and 
drop approach — 6th class 
boys will meet the Senior 
Infants at the gate and walk 
in with them.  

 School closes at 1.10 (Infant 
classes) and 2.10 pm (1st —
6th) from the 29th of Au-
gust. 



  

Student Council 
The Student  Council was established in March 2017 by Ms. Kirwan  and is comprised of 6th class pu-
pils. This year the elected members were Ben Wrixon, Darragh Buckley, Ben Mullane, Jack Carroll and 
Jamie O Connell.  

The aims of the Student Council are:  

To be a voice for the student body of the school. 
To make positive changes to the school environment. 
To promote  open dialogue between teachers and students. 

The members of the Student Council assisted in the paired reading initiative where they read with children in 

Junior and Senior  Infants for  story sessions.  

They were a great help in assisting parents and children onto the school grounds for Open Day. They informed 

Parents and Staff of the Role of the Student Council at our Open Evening.  

They assisted the staff in implementing our Healthy Eating Policy.  

The student council held a colouring competition before Christmas to raise money for yard games.  They or-

ganised a variety of fun activities for our Sports Day.  They acted as mentors and patrolled the Junior Yard 

every day as part of their duties.  The Student Council have worked very hard in setting up yard structures and 

systems that help make the Junior Yard a fun place to play!  A Student Council noticeboard has been erected 

in in the school to keep the student body updated on council events.  Photos of the Students Council members 

feature on the noticeboard as well as the aims of the Council. 

This is just the beginning and we will build on this wonderful work with next year’s elected members!!!  

 

 

 

 

 



  

2017/2018 was a Busy Year... 

Orienteering 
Boys in 5th class competed in the Primary  Cork Schools Orienteering Association Introductory day in 
Curraheen and  League in Fota House and Gardens in October and November.  The boys really en-
joyed navigating their way around a set course with a map and also had the opportunity to use a more 
modern method of computerised marking. 
 
Primary Concern Debating 
Boys in 5th class took part in The primary Concern Debating competition in November . The team 
members included Kyle o Sullivan ( Captain) Ronan McCarthy ( 1st speaker) Bill Harrington ( 2nd 
Speaker) .  They travelled to St. Catherine’s for the debate with some  supporters and each team did a 
great job in  debating their arguments. It was a great experience for the boys and a great day was had 
by all.  

VEX Robotics  
The Vex Robotics team  consisted of students from 4th and 5th class who worked very hard on build-
ing their  robot and on the STEM project this year. They participated in the regional round in Decem-
ber in CIT and successfully qualified onto the next round.  They attended the next round in April 
and  the boys did an excellent job representing their school at all of the events.  Vex is a great oppor-
tunity for children to explore science ,technology, engineering and Maths.  
 

Buddy System 
For the last number of weeks the boys in 5th class have been paired with a boy from Senior In-
fants .The older boys take on the role of organising games and activities for the younger boys and en-
couraging and supporting them.  This has been working very well and both classes are enjoying this 
new opportunity to get to know one another. 

We are so lucky to have so many facilities nearby... 
The location of St. Joseph’s enables the boys to visit many of the local amenities including UCC, 
The Glucksman, Cork city library, Mardyke Arena and many more.  This year every class from 3rd 
to 6th class visited the Lifetime Labs to do a science workshop.  This was a wonderful opportunity 
for the boys as St. Joe’s is located so near the Lifetime Labs. These workshops were funded by 
money raised by the Parents’ Association. 



Mr. O’Sullivan and Ms. Bermingham contin-

ued with the chess classes on Thursday after-

noons.  Chess is regularly taught throughout 

the school and the boys often play it during 

lunch time if it rains outside.  Studies have 

shown that chess has a positive impact on the 

development of problem solving skills. 

Activities in St. Joseph’s NS 

 

 

 Library Visits 

A  number of classes had the opportunity of visiting the Cork City Library at different stages during 
the year.  4th class  got a chance to meet with author E.R Murray and the boys of 6th class met 
with author of the Darkmouth series, Shane Hegarty. Both visits were inspirational for the bud-
ding authors  in the classes. 

 
Nutrition Talks in Super Valu 

Chess 

4th and 5th class learned about the revised Food Pyramid, what were the recommended foods 

and portions sizes to eat.   The boys sampled different breads, fruits, cheeses, meats and fish.   

 

Spanish in Senior Infants 

Aisling O’Donnell has been taking the 

Senior Infant class for 2 sessions of Span-

ish per week since the end of May.  The 

boys are developing their understanding 

and acquisition of Spanish vocabulary 

while having fun at the same time.  

Thank you Aisling. 



  

  

Sport in St. Joseph’s  
                  Gaelic Football  

Despite the courage and positive attitude dis-
played by the St. Joe’s players in the Sciath na 
Scol competition, they were unsuccessful this 
year.   

However  members of 5th and 6th class trav-
elled to Killarney to participate in The Colm 
Cooper Football Tournament . St. Joseph's 
beat Bunscoil Críost Rí, Miltown and St. Jo-
seph's NS, Cobh in the lead up to the final. 
Our boys were really up against it in the final 
when they played the host school, Presenta-
tion Monastery. However through sheer de-
termination, resilience and excellent football 
skills they won! What made 
the day even more special  
was that a 6th class pupil, 
Adam McCarthy was named 
as 'Player of the Tourna-
ment'. Well done to all in-
volved!  

  

Hurling  
The 4th class boys  took part in the Lough 
League tournament on June 19th and 20th.  
They won both games on the first night and 
competed in the Mick Finn Memorial Cup 
against Glasheen NS on the 20th of June.  The 
end result was a  draw and it was decided to 
share the cup. 

Physical Literacy  

The boys have been developing their funda-
mental movement skills  under the guidance of 
Kevin Murray.  Each class did a block of six les-
sons with Kevin.  These skills have a positive im-
pact on the boys’ ball skills regardless of what 
sport they plan to play.   The PA raise money 
which go towards the cost of these classes. 

Cricket 

Jim Doran  returned for another year to 
impart his cricket skills and knowledge 
to the students of 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th 
class.  They enjoyed it so much that 4th 
class decided to practise their cricket 
skills during lunch breaks. 

Mindfulness 

Tara Sheehan, a parent of two of our stu-

dents volunteered to do Mindfulness with 

3rd class.  She did a number of sessions with 

the class as they worked on developing the 

tools of mindfulness. Ms. Dorris found it to 

be very beneficial for the class.  Tara made it 

a really enjoyable experience for the boys.   

Cycle Right 
5th class successfully completed the CYCLE 
RIGHT programme which is the National 
Standard for Cycle Training and provides 
practical cycle 
safety and skills 
training to pro-
mote competent 
and confident cy-
clists.    

 

 

 



The Arts in St. Joseph’s  
Bodhrán Bookills 

 

The Bodhrán Bookills started the year off strong 
when they played for the Lord Mayor in October.  
They then played at the Christmas Carol Service 
and performed at the Open Evening for parents in 
November. 

The Boshrán Bookills performed for john Spillane 
when he came to visit in February.   John encour-
aged the boys to join in as he played his own songs. 

When we got the call to perform for Prince Charles 
and his wife Camilla, MS. Sheehan and the Bodh-
rán Bookills were more than happy to take part.  
They practised regularly and were outstanding on 
the day. 

Thank you to Catherine Hehir and Pauline Gibbons  
who came in early that morning to put paint on the 
boys’ faces.  This completed the look of the Bodh-
rán Bookills. 

 

Mr. Clarke took the choir to perform in the 
Mercy hospital and Farranlea Nursing home 
at Christmas.  They were so good that the 
Mercy Hospital asked for them to return in 
June.  Mr. Clarke and the boys have been 
practising every morning before school 
starts.   

Mr. Clarke must be commended for his abil-
ity to instill such a love of singing  in a group 
of boys.  

               Singing their hearts out... Alas in Blunderland 

Under the direction of Eva O’ Mahony and Ms. 
Thompson, the 4th class boys put on a won-
derful dramatic performance of Alas in Blun-
derland.  It was witty, entertaining and colour-
ful.  It was particularly special as the author of 
the play, Peter Gunning  attended The 
Mardyke House for the show. 

Some More Performances 



  

  

Parents’ Association and Parents 

Thank you…. 

A letter from Gillian Pidgeon (Chairperson of the PA) 

Dear Parents/ Guardians 

As you all know, this year has all been about fundraising for our new yard ,we would like to take this 

opportunity to thank everyone for both donating their time and money. Hopefully by September 

our new yard will be in place . 

We would also like to thank the school reps and parents who helped us out with both the Holy Com-

munions  and Confirmations . 

Throughout the school year various activities for our boys have taken place.  These have always 
been and hopefully will continue to be a great success with the help of parents.  The Parents Associ-
ation wouldn’t  be able to do as much as they do  without the support of all the parents and for this 
we are very grateful. 

Finally we  would  like to say a huge thank you to Barbara Doyle Prestwich who has for the last 8 

years taken part in both the Parents Association and Board of management ,we would like to take 

this opportunity to thank you for all the work you have put in . 

Gillian Pidgeon 

The staff and pupils of St. Joseph’s NS would like to say a special thank you to the members of the 

Parent Association— Gillian Pidgeon, Orla Fitzgerald, Laura Cronin, Barbara Prestwich and Patricia 

Griffin. The children always look forward to the yearly festive events that are organised by the PA 

including the visit of Santa Claus and the Easter Hunt. 

Aistear and Art Resources 
Senior Infants absolutely loved new words, facts 

and creating new objects in Aistear.  Junior and Senior Infants have been par-

ticipating in Aistear. Aistear is different 

stations of play such as role play, small 

world, construction, play dough, art and 

free writing. This allows for all students to 

engage in many learning aspects across all 

curriculum areas under one theme.  

The Parents’ Association raised money to 

enable the school to purchase new Aistear 

equipment and art resources.   

The Junior Infants have been making great 

use of the resources which were bought 

with money raised earlier in the year. They 

love playing with these toys during 

Aistear, particularly during the zoo theme! 

 



 

  
I can still fondly remember playing the bodhrán and singing in the magnificent Sacred Heart 
Church for our Christmas Carol Concerts. There is always something special about the Christ-
mas Carol Concert and it always guarantees fun, cheer and great singing. This reflects the 
warm, cheery, environment in St. Joseph’s that I have learned to be a part of.  I have largely 
enjoyed my time here and I know others share the same opinion.  I hope other classes receive 
the hospitable environment I received in my time here.  

Sebastian O’ Donoghue, Rang a 6 

I have been in St. Joseph’s for eight years and I’ve enjoyed every second of it. The location of 
the school is great as we can walk to places such as UCC and the Lifetime Lab. We do many 
sports in the school and sometimes we even bring home some silverware. One of the things I 
really like is how all the pupils know each other from activities such as reading buddies. In St. 
Joseph’s they teach us many things and prepare us for what lies ahead. Over all I think it is a 
great school and I have thoroughly enjoyed my time here.  

Rex O’ Sullivan, Rang a 6 

Memories from 6th Class Pupils... 

A huge thank you to all the parents who organised a fundraiser during the 

year—Cake/Drink Sale, Clothes for Cash, Car Boot Sale, Bag Packing to name 

but a few. Thank you to those parents who offered materials and services 

that will be used to improve the look of the school.  To all the parents who got 

involved in the school during the year—thank you.  We are very grateful and 

a better school as a result of your input. 

We look forward to seeing you all back on the 29th of August 2018 at 8.30 am.  

The gates will open at 8.20 am.  To ensure the smooth running of traffic, we 

encourage parents to stop and drop their sons.  The boys will walk to the yard 

monitored by the 6th class students. 

Happy and safe holidays from the BOM and staff of St. Joseph’s NS . 

The staff and students of St. Joseph's NS would like to say a special 

thank you to Jackie Lennox for sponsoring a new set of  GAA jerseys.   

The 4th class boys wore them with pride as they competed in the 

Lough League. 

 

J. Lennox Sponsored a New Set of Jerseys 

 

Thank You 


